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PRAIRIE CITY, K, T., FEB. 18, 1858,
| . The Great _'!:'r_lﬁnlplo.

What heart possessing one spark
of patriotism, will not theill with
pleasure upon perusing the speech of
Gen. Laxg, recently delivered at Law-
rence in reply to Buchanan’s Lacomp-
ton Message ? The sentiments there
exprassod will moet with a hearty re-
sponse in the bosom of every devoted
adherent to the Free Statocause, The
speech is a complets quintessence of
the heart and soul of Laxe,embracing,
a8 it does, all of his spirit, fire, ener-
gy, earnestness and sincerity. Z%e
hearis of the people of Kanzas beat in
tinison with Gen. Lane's. 'The dema-
gogues, office seekers, spoils-grabbers
wnd mock leaders, will have ample
uyidence of this fact: Upon the pas-
sage of the Lecompton bastard, let
Gren. Liaxe muster his forces to resist
fta enforeement, and six thonsand
freemen, firmly resolved on “Liberty
dor Death !I'" will rally at onee around
Nim, and under his lead will im medi-
ately drive every vestige of the Last:
ard's office-holders, sustainers, and
their eoncomitants into the purlieus
of Blavery’s polluting regions.

The people have an ineffable hos-
tility against the Lecompton bastard.
They have just reasons for it. The
principlé involved in that question is
of a nature more infringing upon the
rights of people than that of any other
one ever yet convidered by the Amer-
fean people,  For nearly four years
have the people of this Territory en-
deavored to exjoy the rights and test
Lhe principle of *“ popular sovereign-
ty." None whoare guilty of enter-
taining and chertshing such senti-
ments as imbued the minds of our
fathers of '76, have been privileged
ta gujoy this liberty, The propaga-
tora, advocates and tools of the slave
oligarchy, have had the sole enjoy-
ment of this right—none others,—
The same power that has held the peo-
ple of Kanzasin subjugation for the
paat three years ix now endeavoring
to further its work of tyranny by
thrasting upon them, vontary to their
emphatic and manifest will, an obnox-
jous government that will make their
condition of even a more abject na-
ture than their long-experienced one.
Contrary to all rense of honor, man-
liness, duty, and of moral, logal and
political rights, that power, whom the
nation oncoe reverenced and regarded
with pride—the National Adminisira-
tion—is pushing on the work of ensla-
ving u froe people, Notonly isitdo-
ing this, but it is also deriding the
principles of Republicanism and spit-
ting npon the well-harped dogma of
Yowquatter sovereignty.” The har-
kied people of Kanzas wish to know
where the matter will end if the Le-
compton bastard, upon its acceptance
by Congress, is suffored to escape s
merited rebuke. They contend that
il the slave power meots with such
steoess in this instance it will imme-
diately be tempted and encouraged to
further extend its wres, and soon the
acme of their desires, that of the serf-
dom of white people, will have been
attained. No mutter how soon the
people of Kanzas may wrest them-
golyes from the bastard's clutches,
should they suffer it to bo fastened
wpon theny, they do not wish to de-
grade thomselves by exhibiting to the
World the huwiliating spectacle ol
Amarican Freemen quietly succumlb-
Angto inroads upon their liberties by
tyrants.

While wo know that the groat heart
of the Freo State party boats right-
fully, wo would warn tho people to
bewara of wpoils-secking domagoguos,
"An theygotic offort will be made by
old shirivelled politioal hacky and thoir
yoarcenary tools, under the guise and
owls of ** conservatism,” to How in
Tble suljection to the bastard, like
‘ull vorfs to their mastors, for the pur-
pose of shrinking from the rosponii-
ility of war, and also for the more
\uploddy woouretiont of gfiee.  F'riends

* Proeddti, Principle and Right,

divA¥o of falio loadors | Bo watch-
ol sawploious, vigilant |

dHawnin; of the 'h'_mm wmq
fob favors thown thix fiee,
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| Revealed Democracy, &.

The ('ommissioners appointed by
the Torritorial Legislatnre to ferret out
election frauds are still briskly at
awvork, and are: daily seeting with
unccess, One day last week Doputy
Marshall B. 8. Wisugrr, accomps-
nied by ¢ Preachor Strwarr" and
“(Jonstable Warxen,” nndertook to
subpoena some witnesses near Olathe,
Johnson County, to give tastimony
in a frand case, but wore met with re-
sistance, and that of too strong ana-
turo for them to cope with. Marshal
Wiinerr returned to lawrence and re-
ceived a dispatch from Col. Ansorr,
of the Commissioners’ Court, direct-
od to Capt. Winierr, of this place,
ordering him to proceed to Olathe
with his company—the Prairie Uity
Guards—and assist the Marshall to
arrest the witnesses, and escort them
to Lawrence, Capt. WiLterr re-
ceived the order, and on Thursday
morning the Prairie City Guards
pushed out for the designated place.
They were out most of the time du-
ring four of the stormiest and cold-
est days we have experienced this sea-
son, and succeeded in arresting five
men, whom they toek to Lawrence,
in compliance with orders. From
one of the arrested men, the commis-
sioners gleaned the testimony that he
was one of the clerks of the election

one hundred and sixty logal votes were
polled, and that on the day succeed-
ing that of the election the poll-books
tvere taken to Westport, where was
added nearly eipht hAundred more
naties. Were we not accustomed to
this manner of doing business we
would hold up our hands in pious hor-
ror; but now nothing would induce
ns to do anything of the latter kind
but the experience of one fuir election,
We would here take occasion to
speak a favorable word for the Prairie
City Guards. This company is com-
prised of thirty of as Lrave, patriot-
ic and enthusiastic young mti s can
be found in Kanzas Territory ; ever
ready to respond to the call for aid
in any qnarter where the services of
fighting men are raquired to maintain
the rights of freemen, On five orsix
occasions during the present winter
have they volunteered their services
grataitonsly to the Free State forces
in the field, and under the charge of
their gallant commander—Capt, O.
P, Wiierr—have won and main-
tained & good reputation—one wor-
thy of thd place of tholr residence.
As a citizen of Prairvie City, we feel
proud of our chivalrie **boys."

Can't Give the Subjedt Justice.

The crowded state of our columns
prevent ug from publishing the mes-
sage of Mr. BuenaxAx on the recep-
tion of the Lecompton bastard. On
our first page will be found the com-
ments of the N, Y. Tribunt upon it,
whichgives it anappropriate scoring.
Our position on the subject may
be likened to a cortain man we heard
of once, who usod to frequently in-
dulge in intgrjections not entirely
consistent with the conduct of pivits
people, particulatly on occasions when
his temper was a littlo irritated.  One
time he had oceasion to ascend a hill
with & burdensome load, drawn by

goading, gadding, hulloaing and
swearing, succeeded in nearly reach-
ing the top, whon, as luck would have
it, crash | went one of the wagon
wheels and to the mother earth was
precipitated the old man’s load—

oaths was expeeted from him, but
contrary to anticipation, he coolly
sarveyed the wretk for n moment and
then burst into a hearty lungh!

“ Why, Uncle Zeke,"” obsorved a
neighbor, ** why don’t yon sweer?'’

“OW1 ho, hio, ho, hisha |"*—replied
Uncle Zcke, *“it's no use—I can't
giva justice to the subject 1"’

It is nseless for us to attempt ma-
king nny comments upon this wicked
production of the hoary-headed tool
of theslave oligawhy,  Wabstor has
fuiled to furnish us with enough an-
nthematioal and vituperative terms to
do justico to the subject, according
to onr satisfuction, .

B Judge Cunets, member of the

Territorinl Logislature, and a promi-
nont Free Slate man, disd at Law-

throtigh this place on their

ny to Peorla Olty, the residonce of
his family, oi\‘fwzl iqﬂ day |
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held at Shawneetown, where about.

several oxen, and after a great deal of

Now nothing short of a shower of

: ronco last Tuesday,  Hin romaina |
4 Oar (hav¥ aro duo Mr. B, P, | paswed

GENERAL LANE'S SPEECH

At Lawrence, Feb. 13, 1868, in answer (o
the President’s Message,

A mags meeting of the people of
Kanzas was held in the hall of the
House of Representatives in Law-
rence, on Baturday, Feb. 18, 1858,

"The maeting was called to order by
Judge Conway, and permuaténtly dr-
ganized by electing the following
officers:

President—Hon, Honry J. Adams,
of Lieavenworth.

Secretaries—A. D. Richardson,
of Quindaro, Bam, F. Tappan, of
Lawrence.

Mr. Stratton, of Doniphan, moved
that Glen, Laxg be invited to address
the meeting upon the recent message
of the Presidentto Congress, concern-
ing Kanzas affairs.

Gen. J. H, Lane accordingly took
the stand, and spoke as follows:

Frurow Crrizens: With your per-
mission, I will eccupy a fow moments
of your valuable time in noticing ths
Special Maessage of the President of
the United States,transmitting the Le-
compton Uonstitution to the Senate,

No one regrets the recessity for
such a notice more than myself,but
an official paper, emanating from the
Representative of the Government,
is presumed to be correct, at least in
its recitation of facts. But whether
Trocumling from ignorance or mdlice,

venture the assertion that the Mes-

sage stands without a
falsification of history.

A Voroe—That's so!

Gen, Laxe—I hope to demonstrate
that it contains an unmanly assault
upon a patriotic, patient and peace-
loving people, It is known to you,
and it is a matter of history, that there
never has been in Kanzas any organ-
ization, public or secret, armed o
unatmod, against the General Gov-
ornment, the Territorial Government,
or the Missouri-enacted code.

At the great Delegate Convention
held at Big Springs in September,
1855, it was unanimously resolved,
after full discussion and deliberation,
nof to organize in resistance to that
code, but to leave each member of the
['ree State party free to act independ-
ently in that regard. Never has there
been & moment in onr history when
writs could not be freely served in
Lawrence or elsewhere in the Terri-
tory. Towards that Missouri code
we adopted the let-alone policy, neither
resorting to nor resisting 1t; and
fell of its own weight, beneath the con-
tempt of an indignant people.

wpplause.j

hile the Territorial officers ap-
pointed by the Federal Government
have been regarded and watched as
cnomics, yet their authority haa al-
ways been acknowledged, and their
positions respected, Knowing, as we
long have, that a collision between
the people of Kanzas and the Federal
authorities was sought for by our en-
amies, both here and in the General
(Jovernment, we have borne and for-
borne as Americans were never called
on to do before us.

When our Territory was occupied
by four distinct armies from foreign
States, laying waste the country and
avowing their determination to exter-
winate the people of Kanzas—before
resisting them we called upon the
Territorial anthorities and the Com-
mandant of the United States troops
for protection. Not until that pro-
toction was refused, did we attack the
marauders, Never have the people of
Kanzas been in armg except lo regist in-
vasion from other Stales.

Defore the Convention at Big
Springs, o meeting had boen called
at Lawrence, to organize the Dem-
ocrat party inthe Territory, In that
meeting the plan was brought for-
ward, to organize a State Government
under the knabling clause, not doubt-
ed at that time to be emphatically
euluinciuled in the Kanzas-Nebraska
bill,

At Big Springs, this plan was em-
braced as the peaceful and legal one,
in prererence to organized resistance
to the Lerritorial laws, to save the
effusion of blood, and avoid those
Jaws, instoad of coming in conflict
with them. The delegates were fairl
elocted by the settlers of Kanzas, A
Constitution was framed, Republican
init form—submitted a8 an entirety
to & fair and full vote of the whole
people, and ratified by them, State
officers and members of the Logisla-
tiye, & Represontative to Congross,
and two United States Senators,
wore elected, and the Constitution
forwsrded to Congress, with an hum-
ble prayer for our admiwion under it,
as one of the Bovereign States of the
Union.

Had that prayer been granted, hun-
dreds of lives and millions of proper-
ty would have heen saved to the peo-

lo of Kauzas, Bince that time we
1ave been lrtruggling for admission,
that peace might be restored and por-
petuated, and the aovereignty of the
m{orﬁy vindigated.

Applause. } 7

When we were weak, and Missonri
strong, our a?m!« obtained posses-
sion of the Territorial Government,
Although we believed that precedent

arallel in it
l[ Applause. ]
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and that when put in motiofl it fe-

gally superseded the Territorial Grov-

ernment. The first opportunity which
oceured, we did embrace, and took
possesion of it.

It is known to you that, had there
been o chance of success, under the
fraudulent registry wmade by our
enemies we would have contested the
election of delegates to the Lecompton
Convention. Your speaker returned
to Kanzas in disguise, at the immi-
nent peril of his life, for the express
purpose of using humble efforts to in-
duce the peuple togo into the election,

The Topeka Legislature is now in
gession passing a code of laws, with
the distinct understanding that eode
isnot to go into effect until we are
admitted into tha Union, or until war
is declared against us by the reception
of the Lecompton Constitution

Thare never has been a fair election,
under the Lerritorial authority. Our
border was invdded at every eléction,
by organized bands from Missouri,
strangers to our soil—=our ballot boxes
seized—and our settlers driven there-
from by force. The Territorial Mili-
tia officers were our enimies.

In view of this, at the Convention
whore we desided to go into the Octo-
ber election, it was determined that
I should be authorized to organize
the people for the protection of the
ballot bok. That organization was
had, Althou:h we could not prevent
the manyfacture of fictitions returns,
wo did keep back the armed hordes,
and secured the Territorial Legisla-
ture to the people.

The right to defend one’s, self is
hdld to be inalienable, The American
right of suffrage is belioved to be
equally sacred. The organizaton hal
no other object than thac indicated;
and immediately after the election,
the pagition was surrendered into the
hands of the people. The only design
in enrolling the names of thoes who
refused to join the*organization, was,
to secure a full census of the voters,
to gerve as & corrective of the election
returns, for the detection of frauds.

The Lawrence Charter Association
was & mere squatters’ moyement, It
was news for dur people to learn from
Giov. Walket, that it was the com.
mencement of a great system. In
that matter, Hé deserved and received
the ridicule of all sensible men; and
no max was mors ¢Hagrindd than hims
self, at the mistake he had made.

A 1 have shown, and as is known
to you, the people of Kanzas could not
participate in the election of delegdtés
to the Lecompton Convention, with
the slightest hope of success. The
registry was framed by our enemies,
to defrand us. The election officers
were villians of the darkest dye. The
people remained at home, necessarily,
and with but few exceptions, the vilest
men were elected delegates to frame
a Constitution, They met, and by
the aid of Federal bayonets consuma-
ted their villainy; and I assert here,
that but for those Federal bayonets,
that erime would have been prevented
by an oumg\ad eople, in & summury
manner. [Applause. |

In consonance with their pro-

ramme, & trick of Submission was
invented, to impose upon the Con-
gress of the United Btates. With
the Government under that Constitu-
tion, in the hands of our enemies, we
knew that Kanzas would be as fully
a Blave State without the Slavery
clause as with it, The submission of
the Slavery question was of itself o
mere mockery. Leaving out of the
question altogether, the principls, as
asserted by our fathers, that repro-
sentation and the exercise of legisla-
tive power are insdparable,—the fact
that the Constltution wes framed by
the tneitiies of the pbople, protected
by the Federal bayonets, and not sub-
mitted, is deemed sufficient to justify
American freemen in resorting to ex-
treme measures to prevent its being
enforced upon them as their organic
law. Bhould Congress receive it, un~
der the circumstances, it would be in
all respects the infliction of a Con-
stitution by & Central Government
upon the people of a State contrary
to their wishes, and in violation of
thelr plainest rights, The spectacle
of the Central Government forcing
an unwilling people inte the Union
would be somewhat anomalous !

[fearing the action of a partisan
Congross, elected withdeep prejudices
against us, under protest, and with
no other object than to induce that
Congress to rgect the Lecompton
(anstitution, a portion of our people,
on the 4th of January, participated
inthe election of State officers and
mombers of the Legislature undar it,
By decisive majorities, we eloctod vn:
omies to that Constitution. Frauds
whioh would drive any other people
than those of Kenzas into bloodshed
and civil war were perpotrated, to
crush us, By years of suffering and
oppression are we driven to the wall,
B?muld Congress, by the influenve of
a corrupt and tyrannical Exocutive,
rocelva that Constitution, and attempt
by Federal authority to enforce it
upon us, wo aro determined; and
nothing is left for us but the alterna.
tive of manly revistance. [Applause. ]

If we bravely fall in such a strug-
gle, wo will at least have maintained
our reputation as freemen, worthy of

our ancostry. If we suocead, it will

bo & lesson to the Central Govern:
ment, thet Americans

#Know thes righte, sod Sl
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For three fdars we Have splt wpon
the Missouri-enacted code; and all
the power of Missouri and the Gen-
oral Grovernmerit could not enforee its
F\'isiﬂlll against thir contemipl | The
orritorinl Legislature has now re-
pealed the ebnoxious fedtures of that
code. Bhould Congress rucuive the
Locompton @onstitution; by tHat re-
coption they restore to life that re-
aled code. If in three yoars the
Jentral Government could not en-
force it, before its repeal, how man
years will it require, to enforce it, .l{
terwards ? [ Laughter.]

The Kanzas-Nebraska Bill secures
to the foreigner who has declared his
intentions, the right to vote. The
Missouri code takes that right from
him and confers it upon the Indian,
We have vindicated the right of the
forsigner under the Nebraska Bill, by
the rapeal of the law, Should Con-
gress receive the Lecompton Consti-
tution, this law is again revived ; and
he who votes for that reception, en-
dorses the doctrine.

As aspeedy and peaceful mode of
settling our difficnlties, the people
framed and ratified the "Lopeka Con-
stitution. By a decisive msﬂority
that Constitution was received by the
popular branch of Congress. Bince
that time wo have had alively hope
that the Senate would ratify the action
of the House: T'o rémove all pretext,
and a8 o sacrifice to the unfounded
prejudices in the minds of the oppo-
nents to that Constitution, the first
Territorial Legislature under the con-
trol of the people has passed a bill
calling a Convention to frame another
Constitution. The law is fair to all,
and provides for submitting the Con-
stitution to be framed, to u fairBnd
full popular vole.

This movement is tendered in a
Christian and patriotic spirit, as a
compromise, for a spoedy and just set-
tloment of the Kanzas question.—
Why should not Congress and all par-
ties receive it as such? Before the
Lecompton Constitution can possibly
pass, this Constitution will be before
that body. By endorsing it at once
as their action, thus recognizing the
right of the people to fix the detaily
in the settlement of their own affairs,
peace is permanently secured, and the
rights of the majority vindicated.—
On the contrary, should Congress per-
sistin foisting upon us a Constitution
despite our will, war, devastating
war, must follow. It may beextend-
ed along the line to the Atlantic const,
and thoe President may be compelled
to look upon the fragments of & bro-
ken government, (ol grant that
justice may prevail, and such  scene
never be presented, ‘

The people of Kanzas are qualified
to manage their own affuirs, 'They
have sternly opposed Missouri inter-
vention, and would have opposed in-
tervention from Northern BStates or
Aid Bocieties as sternly.

They have originated their owx pol-
icy—engineered their own cause—
they have ever been loyal te the Gov-
ernment and true to the Union ; and
he who charges otherwise wrongs
them, and falsifies their history.

To the charge made by the Presi-
dent agninst me personally, I have
this tosay : that the allegation comes
with a bad grace from him, or his par-
ty. I could not have been a “turbu-
lent”” character when that party ene
dorsed me, by thrusting upon me, by
anprecedented majorities, threo of the
most important positions in the State
of Indiana~=all of which T held at
one time} that of Licutenant-Gove
ernor, Elector-at-large, and Member
of Congress. That character could
not have boen won by me, while lead-
ing the troops under the Federal au-
thority, in the Democratic Mexioan
War, when I atood upon that Mexican
field, where Pierce, faintingly and
safoly reclined. [Roars of lsughter. ]

It was not tarbulence to my #hen

arty, that induced me to vote for the

anzas-Nebraska Bill, in obedience
to the instructions of my constita-
onts=-obtained,as Iafterwardslearned
through fraud and misrepresentation,
by the vile creaturé, John L. Robin-
son, in obedience to the orders of his
Bright friend. Are my oarnost and
onergetic efforts, upon my arrival in
the Territory, to build up the Domo-
cratio party in Kanzas, to bo used as
a foundation for the charge of ** tur-
bulence,”” by the lead of that party?

&s the fact that the Topeka move-
ment was first brought forward in a
Detnocratic Convention, to be used
against me? Is my anxioty to par-
ticipate in every election that has oc-
curred in Kanzas since I reached her
border, to prejudice me?

Having on sll occasions insisted
upon the sacred observance of the
right of property, without reference
to political opinions—having troated
all prisoners kindly and courteously,
I am forced to the conclusion that

 Phie hond and front of my offending”

meat bo fonnd in the fact that I have
stornly and fearlemly vindioated the
right of tho people of Kanzas, to
framo their own lawas and mould their
own iulutltu:tliom. “in their own way."”
Applause.
L 'Bll:n Mossage of Mr, lluch-n'_ng ovl
. ::3:'. own-
ward road that his pred <« ors and

cossfully travoled, '
in our

of acting.
! g
umﬁ:!ﬁ.fu: o

"

Governors of Kansas have so stio-,

s upon 3{
ry il

politictitn: whodods it '*has already”
fallen.”
Lot Buchartan howl, and Congress -

enavt |—Kan¥as is fréh, and all the
owers of the earth cahnot envlave”
fcr |l To-day the peopls of Kunzes °
Bre & unit; 5o lohy as that unity i -
fhitseryed, Hothing car provail ajgnines
tHeitl
Neow Oonstitutional Convention.

Abont the last important act done™
by the Tarritorial Legislature was the -
passage of an act provid ng for the -
election of delegates to a conveation
to frame o State Constitution, The
act providesthat the convention shall
be composed of one hundred members, -
and the Territory be divided into dis-
tricts and delegates apportioned to”
them, as follows :

Leavenworth county
Douglas and Johnson
Doniphan

Atchison

Brown

Nemaha

Marghall

Riley

Pottawattomie
Qalhotn

Jefferson

Lykins

Lynn

Bourbon and Allen
Franklin

Anderson

Bhawnes

Coffey

Woodson
Richardson
Breckenridge
Madison

Devis

Wilson and Godfrey
Gireenwood

Wise

Dorn

McGeo

Woller

Butler and Hunter
Clay and Washington 1
Dickinson 1

The election is to be held on the
sozond Monday in Murch,

There can be no doubt that the Free -
State party are now on a track that -
will be acceptable to the Douglas wing
of the Democratic party, and that,
together with the Republican strength '
itis hoped, will be powerful enough to *
carry the measure through Congress. -

Astotheorigin of this Convention,
neither the Democratic party, Nation-
al Administration, nor any other pow- +
er, oan object to the methed, 'This
convention eannot be said tb be the
vepresentation of a factions minority,
of whieh so much has been said
against the framers of the Topeka
Constitution by its enemies, and tor
no little a'vantage, On the contrary
it will the more fully ropresent the *
sentiments of the people of Kanzas
than any previous Convention.— °
There aro many people in Kanzas who
are and always have been opposed to
the Topeka Constitution who are in »
favor of this measure, and among -~
these might be mentioned the names -
of saveral pro-slavery men, For one)".
we choerfully approve of the move- -
ment, as wo believe will all others -
who desireto preserve the integrity of
our party.

Freomen, Boware!
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Beware of unscrupulous dema- -
goguos. There are certain men in .
our party whom we have honored by -
placing at our head who have no more -
at heart the principles involved in the -
Kanzas issue, than members of the
Democratic party. Gold, office,
power, are the great stimulants that
impel them to co-operate with us in
our cause, and at the first opportunity
to gratify their ambition they will de-
sert and botray us. Look sharply after
thom ! They need watching. Am
effort will be made by some of them,
ahould the Lecompton bustard receive
vital sustenance, to make ns the
laughing stock and the subjects ek
stigma and reproach by the friends
of liberty throughout the 'world..
Principle is of no sonsideration—=-
avarice everything—with thom, They-
wish us to oringe, wilt and humilis-
atingly roll over on our backs, like.
frightened puppies to their lulﬂn._,
and quistly succumb to the pawer of
the Missouri spawn. Lot not the.
onnt and wiokly terms of *palioy,”
** gonyervatism,” ** common-sanse,"
&c, of which they harp ‘so ‘mi
about, dampen your xeal, Lat tham,
oontihue their lugubrious ho .
at you of " fanaticism.”  Sérutinis
closely tnto the motives of Hhaseserys.
ile mon who boast so londly of thair
‘eonservative "’ qualities, and you
will find that ﬁclm :
their hearts aro for mamn
lﬂ"ﬂllllaﬂlll' digoment., Fire
your guard |
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